
School District of Black River Falls 

School Board Policy 445.2  

Student Interviews 

The School District of Black River Falls regards parents as partners in all phases of a student’s educational 

experience. Communication is an essential component of a successful partnership. The District is 

committed to establishing a cooperative working relationship with all agencies whose representatives need 

or wish to question students or remove them from school. The District is also interested in ensuring that the 

rights of students and their parents/guardians are maintained while the student is a responsibility of the 

District. 

Students may be interviewed in connection with their own alleged misconduct, as a witness to the 

misconduct of others, or as otherwise deemed necessary by the District, law enforcement, or other 

governmental agencies. 

The Wisconsin Attorney General has determined that parents or guardians of minors do not have an absolute 

right to be notified prior to their children being interviewed. Therefore, to ensure timely and thorough 

investigations, the District may not seek to notify parents or guardians of minors when an interview is 

conducted by the District. 

Additionally, as a component of maintaining a safe and secure environment, law enforcement or other 

governmental agencies may need to interview students in the absence of their parents. The District, 

therefore, authorizes such interviews to take place as needed and as allowed by state and federal law and 

this policy.  

Conducting interviews in a fair, objective, and timely manner is critical to the fact-finding process when 

undertaking any type of investigation involving students. When a student interview is conducted by law 

enforcement, not including the District’s School Resource Officers (SRO’s), or other governmental 

agencies, the school administrator or his/her designee will, to the extent permitted by law, attempt to contact 

a parent or guardian of the student(s) being interviewed. If the situation requires prompt action, is 

determined to be of a serious nature, or if an attempt at notification has been unsuccessful, the District 

authorizes these interviews to proceed prior to notification. Contact with the parent may then occur after 

the interview has been completed. Any attempt to contact will be by telephone at the primary contact 

number(s) on file in the District.  

When law enforcement or other governmental agencies conduct interviews of students at school, an effort 

shall be made to minimize any disruption of the school environment and any potential embarrassment to 

the student being questioned. 

When law enforcement or other governmental agencies conduct an interview or interrogation related to 

child abuse or neglect issues, parental notification shall occur only at the discretion of the law enforcement 

or other agency personnel conducting the interview. 

LEGAL REF.: Sections   118.325 Locker Searches Wisconsin Statutes  

118.45 Tests for alcohol use  

118.257 Liability for referral to police  

48.19 Taking a child into custody  

48.981 Abused or neglected children  

Office of the Attorney General (9-90) 

 



CROSS REF.:    454 Child Abuse/Neglect Reporting  
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